


 

 

 

 

6.8.  Problems of Establishing Own Business 
 

Unemployed persons were asked about whether they have tried to establish their own 

business and the type of problems they faced.  Summary Table 6.4 illustrates that 

53.8 percent of the unemployed persons reported that shortage of finance is the main 

problem to establish their own business in March 2012. About 10.5 percent and 8.2 

percent of unemployed persons reported that lack of working place, and finance and 

lack of working place are the main problems they have faced, respectively.  During the 

four surveys, differences have been observed between male and female with respect 

to the type of problems they have faced in establishing their own business or 

enterprise. The overall results of the surveys indicated that the problem of finance and 

working place and finance shows an improvement overtime. 



 

Summary Table 6.4:     Percentage Distribution of Unemployed Population of Urban Areas Aged Ten Years and Above Who Wants to  

                                      Establish Own Business by Sex and Type of Problems Faced During the Four Survey Periods - Country Total 

Survey Periods 

All Persons 
 

Type of Problems Faced 

No. % No 
Problem 

Shortage 
of 

Finance 

Lack of 
Training 

Lack of 
working 
Place 

Lack of 
Finance 

& 
Training 

Lack of 
Workin

g 
Place & 
Finance 

Lack / 
Absence 

of 
License 

Shortage 
/ lack of 

Equipmen
t 

Lack of 
Information 

Do 
not 

Know 
Others Not 

Stated 

� � �

Both Sexes 
��

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

    May 2009 354,559 100 2.9 47.7 0.8 5.8 2.4 12.5 0.5 0.4 - 0.4 9.0 17.8 

    May 2010 298,324 100 8.3 58.1 0.9 9.3 3.0 12.3 0.7 0.4 - 0.8 0.7 0.2 

    March 2011 316,808 100 6.8 55.4 0.9 8.5 3.4 10.9 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.2 12.3 0.5 

    March 2012 350,718 100 �	��� ����� ���� ��	� 	��� ����� ���� ��	� ���� ���� ���� ����

Male �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

    May 2009 92,960 100 2.6 38.5 1.5 5.8 2.9 13.8 0.6 0.6 - 0.7 12.5 20.6 

    May 2010 60499 100 9.6 56.3 0.1 10.4 4.8 11.5 1.6 1.2 - 1.0 3.7 .- 

    March 2011 78,778 100 8.1 54.7 1.2 5.9 2.8 11.6 0.4 1.4 0.2 - 12.9 0.8 

    March 2012 86,618 100 	���� ���
� ��
� ���� ���� 
�
� ���� ��� ���� ��
� 	�
� ��
�

Female �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

    May 2009 261,599 100 3.0 51.0 0.5 5.7 2.2 12.0 0.5 0.4 - 0.2 7.7 16.8 

    May 2010 237825 100 7.9 58.6 1.1 9.0 2.5 12.5 0.4 0.1 - 0.7 6.7 0.3 

    March 2011 238,030 100 6.4 55.6 0.7 9.3 3.6 10.6 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.2 12.1 0.3 

    March 2012 264,100 100 ����� ����� ��
� 
�	� 	��� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����



 

 

6.9. Marital Status of Unemployed Urban Population 
 

The percentage distribution of unemployed persons by marital status is presented in 

Summary Table 6.5. Among the unemployed persons, never married and married 

persons accounts 44.3 percent and 44.0 percent, respectively in March 2012. 

Widowed, divorced and separated constitute 10.6 percent of the unemployed persons.  

 

With regard to sex, 68.1 percent of unemployed male and 32.3 percent of unemployed 

female are were single. Among the married unemployed persons 25.9 percent and 

53.3 percent are males and females, respectively. The percentage share of 

unemployed widowed, divorced and separated females are higher than males in the 

same category (Summary Table 6.5).  

 

Summary Table 6.5 also shows the characteristics of unemployed persons by region. 

The result depicts that more than half of the unemployed persons in Tigray, Afar, 

S.N.N.P, Gambella, Benishangul-Gumuz, Somali and Harari regios are married. The 

proportion of married unemployed persons in Amhara, Oromiya, Dire Dawa and Addis 

Ababa accounts more than one third of the unemployed persons of the respective 

regions. Except Gambella and Affar regions, the proportion of never married 

unemployed persons in the nine regions accounts more than 30 percent of the 

unemployed persons of the respective regions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summary Table 6.5:    Percentage Distribution of Urban Unemployed Population Aged Ten  years  and Above by   
                                     Region and Marital Status: 2012 

 
Region 

Total Unemployed Persons Marital Status 

No. % 
Never 

Married Married Divorced Widowed Separated 
Live 

Together Not stated 

COUNTRY TOTAL                    

    Total 1,218,574 100.0 44.3 44.0 4.5 4.3 1.8 0.9 0.2 

   Male 410381 100.0 68.1 25.9 2.4 1.8 1.2 0.6 0.2 

   Female 808193 100.0 32.3 53.3 5.6 5.6 2.1 1.1 - 

Regions 

   TIGRAY 94756 100.0 36.2 50.3 8.2 4.4 0.7 0.2 - 

   AFAR                    9846 100.0 19.4 58.6 9.6 11.4 0.2 0.7 - 

  AMHARA 209533 100.0 41.0 47.1 6.3 4.7 0.6 0.4 - 

  OROMIYA 330723 100.0 44.8 44.7 2.9 3.7 2.0 2.0 - 

  SOMALI 34427 100.0 24.9 66.2 2.8 2.2 3.7 0.1 - 

   BENISHANGUL- 

5505 100.0 40.0 58.3 2.5 2.1 1.1 -    GUMUZ  

   S.N.N.P 119176 100.0 40.5 49.5 3.4 5.2 0.9 0.3 0.2 

   GAMBELLA 3020 100.0 18.8 74.9 3.8 1.6 0.9 - - 

   HARARI 6973 100.0 33.2 51.2 2.8 8.2 4.6 - - 

   ADDIS ABABA 
  CITY ADMINISTRATION 374626 100.0 51.9 36.1 4.6 4.2 2.8 0.4 - 

   DIRE DAWA 

29988 100.0 45.9 36.1 4.3 6.7 2.0 4.9   ADMINISTRATION - 



 

 

6.10. Previous Work Experience  
 

Work Experience is the other social characteristics of unemployed persons collected in 

the 2012 UEUS. Summary Table 6.6 shows the percentage of urban unemployed 

persons by sex and work experience. Out of the total 1,218,574 unemployed persons in 

urban areas of the country, 46.4 percent of them had work experience and 53.4 percent 

of them had no work experience at the time of the survey. Among those who had work 

experience, female and male account 48.3 percent and 42.6 percent, respectively. As far 

as unemployed person without experience is concerned, males who had no work 

experience (57.3 percent) are higher than females (51.4 percent). 

 

Summary Table 6.6      Percentage Distribution of Unemployed  Population Aged    
                                      Ten  years and above by Sex and Status of Work Experience   
                                       During  the  Four Survey  Periods- Country  Total 

Status of Work 
Experience 

Sex May   May  March   March   
2009 2010 2011 2012 

Unemployed With 
Work Experience 

Total 43.9 49.4 48.3 46.4 
Male 39.3 42.2 42.4 42.6 
Female 46.0 52.6 51.2 48.3 

Unemployed 
Without Work 
Experience 
  

Total 51.9 50.2 51.7 53.4 
Male 55.5 57.6 57.6 57.3 
Female 50.2 47 48.8 51.4 

   Note: The above figure does not include not stated cases. 

 

 
The observation of unemployed persons over time by work  experience 

demonstrates that the size of unemployed persons who had no work experience in 

March 2012 is higher than those unemployed persons without work experience on 

March 2011 survey. At the same time, the proportion of unemployed persons with 

work experience in March 2012 decreases by 1.9 percent as compared to the 2011 

(Figure 6.5). This implies having work experience increases the chance of getting 

employment.     



 

 
 
 

6.11.  Duration of Unemployment  
 

 

As shown in Summary Table 6.7, the majority of the unemployed persons (30.2 

percent) were without jobs for 1- 6 months and 23.9 percent for 7-12 months in March 

2012. This group of the unemployed persons (54.1 percent) can be termed as first 

time job seekers. About 9.6 percent and 7.5 percent of the unemployed persons stay 

without job for less than 1 month, and 96 and above months, respectively. The rest of 

the unemployed persons (13.8 percent) remained jobless for 25-95 months.   
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Figure 6.5:    Percentage Distribution of Urban Unemployed
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Summary Table 6.7:        Percentage Distribution of Unemployed Population in Urban Areas Aged Ten Years and Above 

                                                     by Sex and Duration of Unemployment During the Four Survey Periods- Country Total  

Survey 

Periods Sex 

Duration of Unemployment (in Months)  

<1 1-6 7-12 13-24 25-36 37-48 49-60 61-72 73-84 85-95 

96 & 

above 

Not 

Stated 

May 

2009 

Total 4.9 25.9 23.3 13.4 6.1 4.1 2.9 1.6 0.9 0.2 15.2 ��

Male 7.0 30.8 23.0 12.2 5.2 4.2 2.2 1.3 0.7 0.1 13.1 ��

Female 4.0 23.6 23.4 14.0 6.6 4.1 3.2 1.7 1.0 0.2 16.2 ��

May 

2010 

Total 24.1 28.2 17.8 10.1 4.5 2.7 2.0 1.3 0.6 0.2 8.4 ��

Male 15.2 37.4 20.0 10.2 4.2 2.5 1.5 1.3 0.4 0.2 6.9 ��

Female 28.0 24.1 16.8 10.0 4.7 2.7 2.2 1.2 0.7 0.3 9.1 ��

March 

2011 

Total 3.2 36.1 21.9 12.5 5.7 2.7 2.1 1.3 0.6 0.1 13.8 ��

Male 3.2 40.1 23.4 12.7 5.8 2.8 1.5 0.9 0.4 0.0 9.3 ��

Female 3.1 34.0 21.1 12.5 5.7 2.7 2.4 1.5 0.7 0.1 16.1 ��

Mach 

2012 

Total 9.6 30.2 23.9 13.7 5.9 3.8 1.6 1.4 0.8 0.3 7.5 ��	�

Male 7.7 35.1 26.2 12.4 5.4 3.0 1.7 0.7 1.0 0.2 5.2 ����

Female 10.5 27.7 22.7 14.3 6.2 4.2 1.6 1.7 0.7 0.4 8.6 ����
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                       ANNEX II 
 
Estimation Procedures of Total, Ratio and Sampling Errors 

 
The following formulas were used to estimate the required variables by reporting 

levels. 

1.         Estimate of Total hŶ  in Major Urban Domain (Category I) 
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2. Estimate of Total hŶ  in Other Urban Domain (Category II) 
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Where,   

 hijW = 
hijhijhih

hijh

hMnn

HM
 is basic sampling weight 

The following notations were used in the formula: 

 

hM = Total number of households in stratum h obtained from the sampling frame.

  

hiM = Total number of households in EA/PSU i for major urban domain or in urban 

center/PSU i for other urban domain, stratum h obtained from the sampling 

frame. 

hiH = Total number of households obtained from the survey listing in sample EA/PSU 

i stratum h for major urban domain. 



 

hih = Total number of households successfully covered in EA/PSU i stratum h for 

major urban domain. 

=hM  Total number of households of the domain in stratum h obtained from the 

sampling frame 

=hn Number of successfully covered urban centers for other urban domain / covered 

EAs for major urban domain in stratum h.  

=hiM  Total number of households in EA/PSUi in stratum h obtained from the 

sampling frame 

==hih   Total number of sampled and covered households in sampled EA/PSU i , and 

stratum h 

=hijŶ   The observed value of characteristic y for household j, in EA/PSUi, stratum h of 

Major Urban Domain  

hijM =  Total number of households in EA/SSU j, urban centers/PSU i and stratum h 

obtained from the   sampling frame for other urban center domain. 

hin = Number of sample EAs successfully covered in urban center/PSU i and stratum 

h for other urban center domain. 

hijH = Total number of households obtained from the survey listing in EA/SSU j, urban 

center/PSU i and stratum h for other urban center domain 

hijh = Number of sample households successfully covered in EA /SSU j, urban 

center/PSU i and stratum h for other urban center domain. 

hijkY = The observed value of a characteristic y for household k in EA/SSUj, urban 

center/PSU i and           stratum h for other urban domain.    

Note: Estimate of total at country level, Ŷ , is obtained by summing up 

stratum/domain total estimates. 
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3. Sampling Variance of the Estimates: 

Sampling variance of estimate of stratum total are given by the following formulas: 

The variance of domain or reporting total estimate is: 
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4. Coefficient of Variation (CV) and Confidence Interval (CI) 

The following formulas were used to calculate CV and CI of the domain (reporting 

level) total. 

The coefficient of variation (CV) of domain total in percentage is: 

 100*
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and Ninety-five percent confidence interval (CI) of domain total: 
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5. Ratio Estimates: 
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Where the numerator and the denominator are estimates of domain totals of 

characteristic y and x, respectively. 
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