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1. INTRODUCTION 

The 2010 Urban Employment Unemployment Survey (UEUS) is designed to provide employment and 

unemployment data on urban areas of the country and the regions as well as for some selected major towns. The 

core information that was collected includes engagement in productive activities, employment and unemployment 

situations for those persons aged ten years and over. A total of 19,800 households in urban areas were selected 

from 660 enumeration areas using systematic random sampling method. The survey covered all urban parts of the 

country with some exception of urban areas in non-sedentary population of three zones of Affar and six zones of 

Somali regions.  
 

Ethiopia being one of the African countries with relatively fast growing population coupled with developing 

economies, the proper management and efficient utilization of its work force is essential. In this respect, the 

capacity of the economy to absorb the potential labour force needs to be monitored regularly, and appropriate 

employment policy should consequently be adopted. Thus, the levels and trends of employment and 

unemployment rates of the country are widely used as overall indicators in evaluating the current performance of 

the economy. The analysis of the employment status is therefore, essential both in reflecting the current 

employment situations and foreseeing future changes. It is also an input for assessing the meeting of the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Furthermore, data on economic activity and other labour force would be 

used as a springboard for monitoring and evaluation of the five years growth and transformation plan of a country. 
 

For this purpose, this finding presents some of the Key Indicators of Labour Market (KILM) for urban areas at 

country and regional levels. In addition, comparison of this survey results to that of the corresponding previous 

survey results of April 2004 and May 2009 has been made together with the presentation of some selected statistical 

results in summary table 1 and 2. The analysis here is obtained from the results of the current activity status 

approach, which measures the economic activity based on a short reference period of the seven days before the 

date of interview. The detailed results of the survey have already been released in a report containing brief 

descriptions with statistical tables, Statistical Report Bulletin Number 499 and Analytical Report, Bulletin Number 

504.  
 

2. MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY 

2.1. Economically Active, Non-active and Activity Rate of Urban Population  

The economically active comprises the population aged ten years and above that are engaged or available to be 

engaged in productive activities, that is, employed and unemployed population. The survey results showed that the 

estimated total population of urban areas in May 2010 was 12,572,775 of these the number of population aged ten 

years and above were 9,961,607 or 79.2 percent. Out of the total population aged ten years and above the size of 

the economically active population during the last 7 days of the survey period were 5,914,979, while the size of 

economically non-active population who were not engaged in productive activities due to working in homemaking 

activities, attending school, old age/pensioned, illness, too young to work etc. found to be 4,046,628 with inactivity 

rate of 40.6 percent. The proportion of inactivity for females was 46.3 percent and this is higher than that of males 

34.3 percent.  
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Summary Table 1: Distribution of Key Indicators of Urban Employment and Unemployment by Region 

and Sex during the Three Survey periods (Current Status Approach). 
 

Region and 
sex 

Activity Rate 
/Labour Force 

Participation Rate/ 

Employment to 
Population Ratio 

Proportion Working 
Population in the 
Informal Sector 

Unemployment Rate 

April 
2004 

May 
2009 

May 
2010 

April 
2004 

May
2009 

May 
2010 

April 
2004 

May
2009 

May 
2010 

April 
2004 

May
2009 

May 
2010 

Country Total                  
     Total 55.2  59.7  59.4  42.6 47.5 48.2 45.8 36.5 34.1 22.9 20.4 18.9
     Male  61.2  67.2  65.7  51.6 59.0 58.5 37.7 30.5 28.3 15.8 12.2 11.0
     Female 49.9  53.1  53.7  34.6 37.3 39.0 58.0 45.6 42.5 30.6 29.6 27.4
Tigray                          
     Total 46.6  58.9  56.5  36.3 46.5 46.2 47.9 34.9 32.2 22.1 21.1 18.2
     Male  50.1  66.3  62.7  43.6 57.3 56.0 36.6 25.7 21.5 12.9 13.6 10.6
     Female 43.7  53.2  51.5  30.1 38.1 38.3 62.4 46.1 45.2 31.1 28.3 25.7
 Afar                              
     Total 56.9  54.1  52.0  46.5 46.2 45.1 39.6 45.1 40.0 18.4 14.6 13.4
     Male  66.4  66.3  62.4  62.0 60.7 59.0 30.0 39.7 33.4 6.6 8.4 5.5
     Female 47.8  41.9  42.7  31.5 31.7 32.5 59.4 55.4 50.8 34.1 24.4 23.8
Amhara                              
     Total 52.4  59.9  57.9  42.6 50.6 48.9 51.5 42.0 34.0 18.7 15.5 15.7
     Male  54.6  67.3  64.4  47.8 62.0 58.6 37.7 34.8 27.8 12.4 8.0 8.9
     Female 50.6  53.6  52.5  38.4 41.0 40.5 66.5 52.0 42.2 24.1 23.4 22.8
 Oromia                              
     Total 53.5  58.5  58.9 42.0 47.3 49.5 50.7 41.8 41.3 21.5 19.2 16.0
     Male  59.3  66.5  65.2 51.1 59.1 59.6 41.1 34.2 33.3 13.8 11.0 8.5
     Female 48.0  51.4  53.2 33.4 36.7 40.2 65.1 53.2 52.6 30.4 28.7 24.4
Somali                              
     Total 53.2  51.5  45.0 43.7 41.1 38.9 54.5 54.6 46.5 17.9 20.2 13.5
     Male  57.4  56.8  53.3 49.1 50.0 49.5 39.3 46.1 40.4 14.6 11.8 7.1
     Female 49.2  46.0  36.5 38.5 31.7 28.1 73.2 68.9 56.1 21.7 31.1 22.9
Benishangul-Gumuz                          

     Total 49.7  64.0  61.5  43.7 55.3 55.3 37.8 39.9 41.9 12.1 13.6 10.1
     Male  57.9  69.1  68.8  53.5 64.2 66.7 26.2 33.0 33.5 7.6 7.1 3.0
      Female 41.7  59.3  54.5  34.2 47.1 44.3 54.6 48.9 53.6 18.1 20.6 18.7
S.N.N.P.                              
     Total 55.5  60.2  59.5  47.7 50.9 51.0 53.7 39.1 39.5 14.1 15.5 14.2
     Male  62.2  66.5  66.3  57.2 61.2 61.8 42.5 30.3 30.8 8.1 7.9 6.8
     Female 49.2  54.2  53.1  38.8 41.1 41.0 69.9 51.6 52.3 21.2 24.2 22.8
Gambella                             
     Total ‐  55.6  54.1  ‐  46.0  47.3  ‐  41.2  42.1  ‐  17.3  12.7 
     Male  ‐  62.2  58.9  ‐  57.8  54.1  ‐  26.8  23.7  ‐  7.1  8.1 
     Female  ‐  49.6  50.2  ‐  35.3  41.6  ‐  61.0  61.7  ‐  28.7  17.1 

 Harari                              
     Total 57.4  61.4  62.0  44.8  52.5  52.5  49.4  38.4  34.3  22.1  14.4  15.3 
     Male  60.6  67.8  67.5  51.6  62.3  62.7  41.1  28.7  27.6  15.0  8.1  7.2 
     Female 54.6  55.8  57.1  38.7  44.0  43.7  59.9  50.6  43.1  29.2  21.1  23.6 

Addis Ababa  City Administration                          
     Total 60.5  62.3  64.5  42.9  44.9  47.2  33.7  20.6  20.5  29.1  27.9  26.9 
     Male  69.5  70.5  70.4  54.0  57.6  57.9  33.1  21.4  21.6  22.3  18.4  17.9 
     Female 52.7  55.1  59.4  33.3  34.0  38.0  35.0  19.2  18.9  36.8  38.3  36.1 

Dire Dawa  Administration         
     Total 56.9  60.0  58.3  37.8  43.2  40.7  48.5  36.9  36.4  33.5  28.0  30.2 
     Male  59.7  64.2  63.2  47.9  51.2  49.6  41.8  29.5  25.9  19.8  20.3  21.5 
     Female 54.4  56.1  53.7  29.0  35.8  32.5  58.6  47.7  52.6  46.6  36.2  39.6 

Note: The survey was not conducted in urban areas of Gambella Region the year 2004. 
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*Other Service sectors: includes Public Administration,  Defense, Compulsory Social  Security, Education, Health and other  Social activities , 
Hotel and Restaurant ….etc) 

Summary Table 2:  Distribution of Key Indicators of Urban Employment and Unemployment During  the 
Three Survey Periods by Sex (Current Status Approach). Country Total  

Key Indicators  
 

Survey Periods 

April 2004 May 2009  May 2010

Total  Male   Female  Total Male Female  Total  Male  Female

Percentage Distribution of Employed Population by 
Occupational Groups 

                          

     Service, Shop Market sales& craft workers 45.9  22.7  23.1  43.6  22.6  21  42.1  21.8  20.3 

     Skilled Agricultural and fishery workers 4.6  3.7  0.9  7.4  5.2  2.2  8.3  5.4  2.9 

     Elementary occupation 26.1  14.0  12.2  21.9  11.8  10.0  22.6  11.8  10.8 

     Legislators, Senior Officials &Managers 3.8  2.9  0.9  3.2  2.5  0.7  3.1  2.5  0.6 

     Professionals, Technical and associate 
     Professionals 

10.6  7.6  3.0  12.5  8.6  3.9  13.2  8.6  4.5 

     Plant machine Operators & Assemblers 4.0  3.7  0.3  5.2  4.7  0.5  5.2  4.8  0.5 

    Clerk 4.8  2.1  2.7  5.8  2.5  3.3  5.5  2.2  3.3 

    Others 0.2  0.2  ‐  0.4  0.1  0.2  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

Percentage Distribution of Employed Population by 
Industrial Division                   
     Manufacturing ,mining, Quarrying and  
     Construction

21.5  13.6  7.9  21.7  14.0  7.7  20.6  13.6  6.9 

     Whole sale and Retail trade 21.8  11.4  10.4  22.5  11.9  10.6  19.8  10.0  9.8 

    Other Service Sectors * 48.8  26.1  22.7  46.3  25.6  20.7  48.5  25.0  21.5 

     Agriculture, hunting, Forestry and fishing 7.9  5.9  2.0  9.5  6.6  2.9  11.1  7.1  4.0 

Percentage Distribution of Employed Population by 
Status in Employment                   

     Government Employees 21.4  14.4  7.0  21.8  14.2  7.6  21.8  14.0  7.8 

     Self employed /own account workers/ 41.3  22.7  18.6  38.7  22.0  16.7  37.6  21.5  16.1 
     Unpaid Family Workers 7.2  2.9  4.3  7.6  3.4  4.1  8.6  3.7  4.9 

     Private Organization Employee 16.5  11.7  4.8  19.3  13.0  6.3  19.3  12.5  6.8 

     NGO’S Employee 2.0  1.4  0.6  2.7  1.7  1.0  1.8  1.1  0.6 

    Domestic Employee 9.5  2.1  7.4  6.7  1.5  5.1  7.0  1.6  5.4 

     Employer 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.1  0.5  0.4 0.1
     Members of cooperative 0.2  0.2  0.1  0.9  0.5  0.3  1.4  0.9  0.5 
     Other  1.3  1.1  0.2  1.9  1.4  0.5  2.1  1.5  0.6 

Mean number of Hours Worked Per Week 43  44  41  43  45  41  45  47  43 

Unemployment Rate  by Literacy Status 

    Literate 25.0  16.6  37.1  20.5  12.7  31.6  19.2  11.5  29.6 

    Illiterate 16.7  11.2  19.2  20.2  9.2  25.3  17.5  7.7  22.2 

Youth Unemployment Rate aged 15-29 31.5  23.3  38.7  26.0  17.4  33.9  24.5  16.0  31.6 

Percentage Distribution of Unemployed Population 
by Previous work  Experience     

    With Previous Work Experience 53.7  62.9  48.5  43.9  39.3  46.0  49.4  42.2  52.6 

    Without Previous Work Experience 45.6  36.3  50.9  51.9  55.5  50.2  50.2  57.6  47.0 

Percentage Distribution of Unemployed Population  
by Duration of Unemployment    

    <=12 months 50.4  56.2  47.0  54.1  60.8  51.0  70.1  72.6  68.9 

    13-245 months 16.1  15.3  16.6  13.4  12.2  14.0  10.1  10.2  10.0 

    25-95 months 21.4  19.4  22.6  15.8  13.7  16.8  11.3  10.1  11.8 

    96 and above months 10.5  7.1  12.4  15.2  13.1  16.2  8.4  6.9  9.1 


